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LETTERS OF CHRISTOPHER MARSHALL TO PETEE 
MILLER, OF EPHEATA. 

[The following letters of Christopher Marshall, the well-known 
diarist, to Peter Miller, the head of the Ephrata Community, have 
been selected from the Letter-Book of the former in the library of The 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania.] 

Philad. Augs 1 10 th 1773. 

Peter Miller. 
Worthy Friend. 

I am just favoured with thy friendly Epistle, and thank- 
fully receive thy kind salutation of Love and Respect, the 
which with grateful returns y' flows from a heart of y' sin- 
cerely wishes thy welfare, I greet thee. 

Thou has now been so kind as to inform me y* thou had 
printed the Father's discourses & has sent them for sale to 
M r Reinholds unto who I immediately went & found them 
there, but in the dutch Language, the which I hope will be 
of service to those who are acquainted with y' Dialect. But 
thine and thy Father's Friends & welwishers amongst thy 
English Friends will be unprovided, but yet I shall be 
pleased to find y' those writtings will be received & have a 
hearty reception amongst our Dutch Brethren. 

Thou observes y* as for myself y' I have the most of them 
already translated into English, for these gift and the trouble 
in translating I look upon myself to be largely endebted to 
thee for, and were the translation completed it would con- 
siderably add to my debt, but be thou assured that I find 
in myself a free & hearty disposition fully to discharge what 
may be adequate to the trouble when I am called upon and 
will faithfully and with alacrity do it. 

Thou says thou could send me good Tydings concerning 
the House of Zion but at that time thou forbore, But had 
thou done it, I am sure it might have been agreeable, as 
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every account from the true watchmen y* wait on the Walls 
of Zion (one at which I presume thou art) would he very 
agreeable to me. 

I sincerely salute thee, remaining thine & thy Brethren's 
affectionate friend — to serve when capable, 

Christopher Marshall. 
To be Forwarded pr the Favour 
of Friend Reinhold to Ephrata. 

Philda Aug. 8 th 1774 
Much Esteemed Peter Miller. 

I greet thee with the salutation of peace and kiss of 
Charity, and was it not that I was sensibly convinced of 
the love and respect thou bears towards all that love our 
Lord Jesus Christ, I could not expect thy favorable corre- 
spondance. 

Just as I received thy epistle there was a vessel going for 
England by which I dispatched thine, and when an answer 
is reed by me I shall readily communicate unto thee — I 
take kindly thy sentiment respecting of my house being 
still as an assylum for all indegent cast off (as thou says 
thou saw Peter Barker there) I could wish that I could 
make it more so, notwithstanding the ill treatment, by ap- 
probious language I have mett with upon that account. 
Yet nevertheless I hope that no discouragments in that 
way, will have force enough to prevent me. But on the 
other hand, that both my Heart & House I pray be kept 
wide open, for the reception and comfort of all those, whom 
the self righteouse Bigot, Scribe, and Pharisees of our age, 
may reject, banish, and contemn, as unworthy of (their 
Heaven) their notice and regard. 

Thy Ruminating, as thou says, upon thy return home, on 
the kindnesses thou and company had received in Philad, 
was I presume the sheaff of peace, as a reward for thy 
labour in complying with preforming that friendly visit, for 
notwithstanding the great quantity of Chaffe visible in our 
streets, yet there is some powerful weighty wheat that is 
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covered in that heap — which the great Lord will gather in 
his own time into his Garner. Thine and Brothers jour- 
ney towards Pittsburgh, I presume proved for the present 
abortive, by your being stopped at Bedford through the 
disturbance of the Indians. I hope that your return back 
was agreeable to the mind of our great Master, in whose 
blessed hands is enclosed the times and Seasons, and order 
of the ages in the disposal of events, and who also told his 
disciples that they should hear of Wars and rumours of 
Wars, that Nation should rise against Nation, the Father 
against the son, and the son against the Father all these 
are the begining of Sorrows. 

Now my good Friend are not these times already arrived, 
have we not only heard of Wars, famine, and dessolation in 
divers places, but are not these times allready begun in these 
the Brittish Colonies, the once (and y* not long since) the 
land of Peace and Plenty, but now 0, Sorrowfully Altered — 
is not War declared against us, by our parents, and in Con- 
sequence of that, have they not only sent a large Arma- 
ment both by sea and by land, and therewith taken pos- 
session of our sister Colonies by taking away her trade, 
Spoiled her Commerce and whatever else they have thought 
proper. And what more, why they utter and pronounce 
threats of distruction unto all that oppose their unjust 
proceedings. 

Bro. Sam'l Eckerline I am informed was in town, about 
two weeks past, but he never so much as oncet called to 
see me, his reasons for so doing is best known to himself, 
as I have done him no diskindness except as I have done 
unto thee used great freedom, for which I crave thy in- 
dulgence, when thou sees him and its agreeable to thee, 
please present my love to him and Zekiel — I wish thee now 
strength, and ability to preform effectually the superscrip- 
tion on the Stone that is to be erected to the Memory of 
our worthy friend and Elder Brother Friedsam Gottrecht, 
who I hope is at rest in his Paradisical Mansion — My kind 
and affectionate Love, Greeting unto thee, to Brother Obed 
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unto all the other Brethren and Sisters in your family — In 
which salutation my wife joins me ! 

rn r> j. urn CHRISTOPHER MARSHALL 

To Peter Miller 

at Ephrata pr favour of 

Adam Kimmel — 

Peter Mlller Phila** Decembr. 26 lh 1776 

Respected Friend. 

Thou may think of the old proverb, " out of sight, out 
of mind," hut this has not been my case of which I think 
thou will be convinced when I have informed thee of the 
painful Exercises I am and have been engaged in from the 
5 th inst. that is at the request of the Council of Safety, I 
accepted to call on some of my fellow citizens as many as I 
thought convenient to assist me in taking care of the dis- 
tressed and sick soldiers as they come into town, provide 
for them such necessaries as could be procured & convenient 
for them in their unhappy grevious condition of which no 
idea thou can form will come up to their Distresses and was 
occasioned wholly through the Cruel and most barbarous 
severity inflicted on them whilst Prisoners under General 
Howe and his associates, of which some Hundreds are 
already dead & others dying daily notwithstanding all the 
assistance afforded them — 

They say that, for the first four days no subsistance of 
any kind was allowed them, shut up in Nasty filthy places 
& y' in such numbers y' it was a wonder that any escaped 
an affection, when supplyed it was with short allowance 
of extremely bad bread and raw pickeled pork — this from 
their appearance is not exaggerated the objects speak for 
themselves skins covered with filth and lice covering a 
parcel of bones — with scarcely raggs sufficient to hide their 
nakedness, Nature so emaciated that in some hundreds of 
them there is hardly enough abel to hand the others a drink 
of water — Thus I have give thee but a feint sketch of 
their deplorable circumstances and in order in some degree 
with some more of my neighbours are we daily employed 
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in order if possible to mitigate their sufferings, and by 
proper methods — are striving to preserve as many of their 
lives as possibly by the help of good nourishment and 
Physick properly applyed, of which we use our best en- 
deavours and skill daily, I hope now thou art convinced 
that I have been fully imployed and that it was no remiss- 
ness on me y l prevented me from writing, and altho' I have 
taken this opertunity yet my poor family is not forgotten, 
for which reason I must beg thy excuse for not giving thee 
a detail of other publick occurrences amongst us at this 
time. When opertunity presents and I find freedom, I 
shall not be backward in giving thee my genuine senti- 
ments on what appears to me to be worthy thy notice and 
regard. 

In the Interim please to accept of my best wishes for 
thine and familys prosperity and without mentioning of 
particulars give my kind respects unto all inquiring friends. 
I remain thy ready friend to serve when capable 
rp Q Christopher Marshall 

Peter Miller 

at Ephrata. 

„ _ , T Lancasteb, Oct 30 th 1777 

To Peter Miller 

Respected Friend, 

I am at a loss how to answer thy polite friendly letter so 
as to convince thee how much I value and Esteem thy 
friendship, yet if I should Miscarry in the Orthygraphy or 
stile, I hope it shall not be in the sincerity of my affection 
towards thee & thine — 

The gloomy aspect that our publick affairs bears at pres- 
ent is very discouraging, yet I leave the Event to him who 
I trust will give success to the honest Endeavours of the 
true friends of America, who are labouring to reform those 
abuses & put an end to those vices which now distract her. 
I for my own part am for a general regulation of prices to 
take place and not a paultry partial one such as has been 
just published by the President and Council, the which I 
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fear will only alarm the Country Farmers, whereas if a 
general regulation thro' out all the states were entered into 
and a stipulated price fixed on all goods in a clue propor- 
tion, the Country Farmers could have no more cause to 
complain than the City Merchant or Tradesmen, for here 
would he a mutual compact between all the sober thinking 
part of the Communion, and this and only this I presume 
will unite the honest hearted in the bands of Love and 
Unity and thereby prevent the Villian and Traytor to his 
Country from making any further inroads into our Consti- 
tution by his speciouse pretentions how that trade ungov- 
erned will allways regulate itself, this is a doctrine I have 
long opposed, because from experience I am convinced it 
will never answer the purpose, please but to turn back thy 
eyes to the late Committee of Inspection and Observation 
in Philad., who while they settled general prices on most 
of the necessarys of life the forestallers and extortioners 
were kept within bounds the poor were defended from 
oppression of the Eich Merchant 8 & y' by a sett of men in 
that body, ^Notwithstanding the great force y* was used, 
and at last got that body dissolved, which like a damm 
been broke let in such an inundation of rapine and ex- 
tortion & which is still increasing amongst us, that we are 
if not timely prevented, on the brink of utter ruin and 
distraction — Under such unhappy prejudices and fatal 

mistakes we stand over united with a sett of Tories 

inimical to the freedom of America, at same time his 
weakness in the Essential parts of government united to a 

sett called who knowledge in state affairs, is the 

Harrow Monopolizing Views of short Sighted Merchants 
cloathed with power by y 6 influence of some great names — 
by the people appointed to sit in Committee, by these are 

the rules laid down which govern our present and 

thereby they rush headlong into things they least under- 
stand and to think that if they publish by an order 

any scheme thus fabricated with their own narrow views, it 
must be obeyed by all the For how dare any com- 
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mon man think to withstand the force of such order — 
Established by their power and authority — but happily for 
us that there is yet remaining some men of sense, knowl- 
edge, and experience who from the Love they owe to their 
Country, Zeal for its welfare, stems in some degree the 
torrent of Vanity & Ignorance, and who will not be brow- 
beat by men of their cast, let them be ever so self exalted, 
therefore my good friend be not surprised when you read 

sundrj' orders that are published under the signature 

of of and yet are never carried into Execution, 

for its no wonder now, why the Mennoists join with the 
other County farmers in opposing of such partial regula- 
tions, when at the same time the Merchants, Trades-men 
Tavern-Keepers &c are left at their full liberty to charge 
what prices they are pleased to ask — 

Thus I have gave thee a short sketch from which thou 
may please to form a Judgment of reasons why there is 
such a variety of different sentiments at present amongst 
us, and when they may subside is hard for me to say — but 
thus much I may say, that while men of preverse and un- 
godly tempers are at the helm, and men of base characters 
who will not stick for to curse and defame our Constitution 
and the Makers of it, men who can leave the business of 

the to associate, carouse, & drink to excess, give up 

Strong Forts and run away from our Enemies, Yet these 
with sundry other gross enormities are the practices of a 
certain set of men, I say while this is the case what can 
ensue but blunder upon blunder, confusion upon confusion, 
therefore Let us with Hearts and Hands utterly oppose and 
renounce familiarity, union or communion with them and 
their pernicious Tenets and practices. 

And here I conclude after wishing thee every blessing 
may attend thee and thine, and subscribe thy friend to 
serve when capable, 

Christopher Marshall. 
To Peter Miller, 

at Ephrata. 



